In the title compound, [Li(C 27 H 23 N 2 )(C 4 H 10 O)], the Li atom possesses a nearly planar trigonal coordination environment (assuming the cyclopentadienyl ring of the indenyl group occupies one coordination place). The diethyl ether ligand adopts a nearly planar W-type conformation. Jones & Alan (2005) . For the ( 5 -9H-fluorenyl)lithium counterpart of a similar structure, see: Culp & Cowley (1996) . For the synthesis, see: Krut'ko et al. (2006) .
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Experimental
Crystal data [Li(C 27 
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEXII CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
Lithium indenides are important synthetic precursors of the related Group 4 transition metal complexes known as pre-catalysts for homogeneous a-olefin polymerization. Surprisingly, only few of them were structurally characterized (Schumann et al., 2001; Cipot et al., 2003; Wang et al., 2005; Dinnebier et al., 1999; Feng et al., 2005; Faure et al., 2000; Cheng et al., 2004; Jones & Alan, 2005 the angle between O1-Li1 bond and the normal to (C41, O1, C43) plane being equal to 54.1°.
Experimental
All operations were performed in all-sealed glassware with application of the high-vacuum line technique (residual partial pressure of non-condensable gases below 1.5 × 10 -3 torr), with traces of oxygen and moisture excluded. Solutions of (1-methyl-1H-imidazol-2-yl)methyllithium (adduct with THF 2: 1) [see (Krut'ko et al., 2006) ] (2.234 g, 16.2 mmol) and 1-diphenylmethylidene-1H-indene (4.535 g, 16.2 mmol) in THF (total amount 100 ml) were mixed and heated at 60 °C for 1 h. The dark-blue solution was concentrated till dryness and the rest was extracted with diethyl ether that gave 7.42 g (86%)
of the lithium salt Ia (adduct with TWO molecules of THF, Non-H atoms were refined anisotropically. H atoms were treated as riding atoms with distances C-H = 0.96 (CH 3 ), 0.97 (CH 2 ), 0.93 Å (C Ar H), and U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C), 1.2 U eq (C), and 1.2 U eq (C), respectively. For Et 2 O atoms C41 through C44 and O1, the components of the anisotropic displacements along 1-2 and 1-3 directions were restrained to be the same with a standard uncertainty of 0.005 Å 2 .
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of 1. Thermal ellpsoids are drawn at 30% probability level. All hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. Bonds from Li1 to N2, O1, and Cp cent are drawn as dashed lines.
